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Cover pagePeranakan tilealong Blair Road

Peranakan tiles were initially known as Majolica tiles and were producéeimany,
Britain,and Belgium. The Peranakans in the early 20th century liked them very much and
adorned their(shop) houses with them

[SourceBlog- The Choo Yilin Insider 5 Colourful Facts Aoit Peranakan Tiles You Never
Knew
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Foreword

dMoments in Multicultural Singapore A Photographic Exploration of
{ Ay 3l L2 NB Qar H /K Nidsmbjp&io@ibtography exhibition
in Singaporeand it is thethird exhibition of the "My Singapore" series, after
"Moments in My Neighbourhood* Yy R aa2YSyida Ay.a& ClI @2

Thepictures featured in the exhibition will form part of thkird volume of the
book series "My Singapore".

| K NR& Adarkey ékHibiiors focused on her passiofor travel, nature, and
landscape photographyThephotograpts for the exhibitions during andfter

the pandemicarel £ £ G 1Sy Ay {Ay3IlILERZNBI Ay (K
homeand in the parks, gardens and nature resenaesl in the different ethnic

areas of Singapore

As with all her arrelated salesChristine will donate 50% of the proceeds of this
exhibition including the sales of this catalogue, to the Singapore Cancer Society.
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Introduction to the exhibition

During the Covid9 pandemigearsc as | was not able to follow my passion for
landscape, travel, and nature photographyli beganto explore my current
hometown, Singaporeand startedto create memories of the Singapore that |
saw¢ G a € A y 3 I MEsNgd fodhe idea of publishing my photographs of
Singapore in a series of books. Each of the books would be preceded by an
exhibition.

Gaz2YSyida Ay adz GAOdzt G dzNI & a 2{YASYWII&4LI2 N £
b SAIKO2 @RK)2@dRd 2 YSYy ia Ay aéd (202R)am dmAh G St
pictures shown in thig@ S | eXtiibiion will be published in ithird book of the

Gae {AY3IlILR2NBE aSNASa®P

When | first arrived in Singapore in 2001, | was amazed by the multitude of
cultures and religions on such a little island

With this exhibition | am trying to explore some of the cultural expressions of
the different ethnic groups living in Singapore.

According tothe Singapore Department of Statistics and the 2020 census
[Singapore Department of Statistics | Cesnsof Population 2020 Statistical
Release 1Key Findings (singstat.gov.kghe resident population consisted of:

1. Chinese: 74.5%
2. Malay: 13.5%
3. Indian: 9.0%
4. Other: 3.2%(for example Peranakan, Eurasian, etc.)

For this exhibition, | am concentrating on the three largest ethnic groups,
Chinese, Malay, and Indian SELJX 2NAyYy 3 &LISOAFTAO &S
Chinaown, Kampong Glam, Geylai@grai, and Little India and some areas
beyond
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But how is ethnicity expressed?

Ehnicity can beexpressed irso many waysreflecting various combinations of
cultural, social, and personal factors such as beliefs. One of the most distinct
factors is expression through cultural practices like language, clothes, cuisine,
and traditions. Ethnicity often is expressed through art, storytelling, music, and
RFyOS a F2N¥xa 2F SELINBaairzy 2F GKS
values. l.e. ethnicity is a rich and multifaceted aspect of human identity,
expressed in myriad ways that reflect the diversity and vibrancy of our sexiet

This exhibition, of course, cdrarelyscratch on the surface of this multitude of
possibilities to express belgmg to an ethnic group. Itherefore, concentrate
on three topics:

1. Belief/ religion,
2. Street art, with focus on murals, and
3. Shopping and food.

X YR 0KS 2RR LAOUOdZNE 2F 20KSNJ aideéLhAOl
ethnic group.

In the end, when sifting through my hundreds of pictures taken for this
exhibition, | was surprised how stereotypical some of them where and | was
wondering whyDoes it comdérom my own perception of what | deemed typical

or is it because these are in fagpical characteristics of an ethnic group?
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About Christine Nagel

Christine grew up in Metzingen, a small town, nestled at the foot of the Swabian

Alb, near Stuttgart, SoutHWestern Germany. While growing up in the
O2dzy i NEAARS (1 APRIFERI VKNMANBA f YR GIKBSQ 2 d
business travels early on started a keen interest for the world beyond the
Swabian Alb, particularly China.

An economist by background, Christine also studied Chinese and spent a year at
Fudan University, Shangh#o attend Chinese language courses and lectures in
Economicsas part ofa postgraduatescholarship As te experience made
during theyear in Chinavere very captivating and fascinating, Christileeided

to come back one day

This happened in Ma$997, when Christine was sent by her companghe
meanwhile had started a career in the insurance industty Shanghai to help
set up their life insurance compangnd later to head their Shanghai
Representative OfficeChristine and her husban&oris,stayedfour and a half
years in Shanghai befobeing posted to Singaporne October 2001Initially this
was meant to be for a year or two.

Christine and Boris are still in §apore. Both liked Singapore very much so they
decided to stayThey have putlown their roots in Singapore also to give their
two childrensome stability during their schooling.

After 25 years in the financial industry, Christine decidediryoout something
else and spend more timpursuingher other passions: photography, spsst
travelling, food, and gardengn This resultedn several projectone of which is
this exhibition.

Page |7



The exhibitsg Section |

Moments Chinaown and beyond

Residents ofChinesedescentmake up nearly three quarters of the resident
population of Singapore. Chinatown, therefore, was the first ethnic area where
| started to search for expressisaf ethnicity.

The history of Chinatown started with Sir Stamford Raf&22 Master Town

Plan where he allocated the aremest of the Singapore River for a Chinese
settlement 2 NChiaese Campoggfisource History of Chinatown Part of
Singapore's Heritage & Cultdre

¢2RIFe {Ay3AlFLR2NBQa /| KAY LI Krdaghyer, BrhGiang a 0 &
Club Street, Telok Ayer, Tanjong Pagar / Duxton Hill, and Bukit.Pasoh

Belief / religion

As | explored one precinct after the other, it struck me that even the specific
ethnic areas in Singapore are mudtiltural: While being a trove of Chinese
history and culture, you cafind a Buddhist temple, a Hindu temple, and a
mosque along onsinglestreet!

(1) Buddha Tooth Relic Temple

Technical details:
1) Canon EOS 5D Mark B#; 17mm, ISO 100
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https://chinatown.sg/history-of-chinatown/
https://chinatown.sg/history-of-chinatown/

(2) Left: Inside the Buddha Tooth Relic Templ€hanting session
(3) Rght: Inside the Buddha Tooth Relic Templéuarding the temple

Technical details:
(2) Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V1%¢; 24mm, ISG00
3) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV8@g; 105mm, ISG00

Thian HockKengTemple

Thian Hock Keng Temple{ish y 3+ LI2 NS Qa 2 Rifbiliidthd 1Ay S & S
century.

e —

(4)  Thian Hock Temple The temple entrance reflecting in a glass table
(4) Technical detail€Canon EOS 5D Mark t/200s; 24mm, 1ISCB20
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5) Left: Inside Thian HockengTemple- Protected
(6) Right Inside Thian HodkengTemple- Worship

Technical details:
5) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV1@0s;47mm, ISCB20
(6) Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V4Qa$;24mm, ISC820

Sakya Muni Buddha Gaya Temple: Temple of Thousand Lights

The temple, on Race Course Road in Little Indiafevasled by a Thai monk in
1927 combining Thai, Chinese and Indian traits in its unusual architecturm
itself is a example ofmulticulturalism

gw°*f')‘;=st

(7 Left: Inside Sakya Muni Buddha Gayample- llluminated
(8) Rght: Inside Sakya Muni Buddha Gaya Tenggb®vered in gold
Technical details:

©) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV15$; 24mm, ISC00
(8) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV25$; 55mm, IS@50
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Street Art / Murals

Many of the muralsn Chinatownshow Chinese heritage scenes. Quite a few of
them were painted byYip Yew Chongwvho painted these murals from his
LISNB2Y | f YSY2NRS dshegiew {pAinySago LAReNSE Q& LI &

¢ YdzN¥f Ay az2KIlIYYS

(0p))
Qx

(9) Detailofthea hf R ¢ NI} R

Technical details:
9) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV125s; 75mm, ISO 100

z 7

A YdzNI £ Ay

(10) Left5 S 3
K ' YI K& YdzNJ €

I
(11) wA3IKGY
Technical details:

(10) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV; 1/1088nm, 1SG00
(11) Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V; 1/100s; 24mm, 1ISO 100

Page |11



Shopping and food

(12)

(13) | Scenes in markets and shops around Chinatown
(14) | including Chinatown Complex

(15)

Technical details:

(12) Top left:Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V; 3¢155mm, ISO 100

(13) Top right:Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V8@$; 60mm, ISC00

(14) Bottom left:Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V; @f&; 58mm, 1SC500
(15) Bottom right:Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V6ag; 55mm, ISO 100
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Kreta Ayer Square

(16) Topleftt S2LJ SQa t I N] /2YLX SE
(17) Top right:The Chinese Methodist Churamderthe skyscrapes of the CBD
(18) Middle left: A tomb on Bukit Brown Cemetery

(19) Middle right:Protecting China Town Complex

(20) Bottom left: Taking a nap

(21) Bottom right:Evening game

Technical details:

(16) Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V2@0s;28mm, 1ISO 100

a7) Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V4a0s;17mm, IS@250

(18) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV80s;55mm, ISO 100

(19) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV15$;67mm, ISC500

(20) Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V44/70mm, ISC00
(21) Canon EOS 5D Mark D/6s; 55mm, 1ISC200
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The exhibitsg Section Il

Moments inKampong Gam, GeylangSeraj and beyond

The second largest ethnic group are residents of Malagcent, and, like
Chinatown, Kampong Glamwas allocated to the Malay, Arab, and Bugis

L2 LddzE F G A2y AY {ANI {OFYF2NR wl FFfSaQ wm
community grew, they settled in aas like Geylang Serai, as well. Before the

British colonisatiorMalay aistocracy lived in Kampong Glam. Glam (or gelam)

is thought to be derived from th®lelaleucatree, called gelant' in Malay.

[SourcesKampong GelamVisit Singapore Official Sji¢ampong Glam
(Wikipedia) Conservation Portal(ura.gov.sg)

Belief / religion

(22) Sultan Mosque

Technical details:
(22) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV8as;45mm, 1SO 100
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melaleuca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melaleuca_cajuputi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malay_language
https://www.visitsingapore.com/see-do-singapore/places-to-see/kampong-gelam/
https://www.ura.gov.sg/Conservation-Portal/Explore/History?bldgid=KPGL

(23) Top left Inside Sultan Mosque

(24) Top right Prayers

(25) Left Sultan Mosque as seen from

Subhan Street

Technical details:

(23) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV; 3¢124mm, ISC00

(24) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV1a¢; 105mm, ISO
200

(25) Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V4@0s; D5mm, ISO
100

(26) Topleft: Abdul Gafur Mosque
(Little India)
(27) Topright: Al Abrar Mosque
(Chinatown)
(28) Left:Masjid Malabar
Technical details:
(26) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV4@0s; 55mm, 1ISO 100

(27) Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V500s;105mm, ISO 100
(28) Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V; 808;47mm, 1SO 100
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Street Art / Murals

Kampong Glam is a good place to enjoy muibmy street artiss (for example

Didier Jaba Mathieu, Zero, ANTZ, Boon Baked, Zacharevic, DPLMT
PrettyFreakyFantasy, Nicia Lam, Yullis Lam, Liyana Farzana Binti Zaihan, Trade
One and many mordjave made the am@into a colourfulopen-air gallery.

(29 Top5SGlFAf 2F (GKS Ydz2NIf GwA&asS dzLJ o@

(30) Bottomleft: Detail of the Aztec mural by Didier Jaba Mathieu

(31) Bottom right:Detail of another mural by Didier Jaba Mathieu located in an alley
between Arab Street and Jalan Pingang

Technical details:

(29) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV; Qg§; 6/mm, ISO 100
(30) Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V6@g;28mm, ISO 100
(31) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV; Qg8§; 24mm, ISO 100
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(32) Left One of themany murals in Subhan Street
(33) Right:A mural in the making behind the Sultan Gate Art Village
Technical details:

(32) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV4@$; 32mm, 1ISO 100
(33) Canon EOS 5D Mark IV6@g; 80mm, ISO 250

(34)
(35) Scenes in shops around Kampong Glam
(36)
(37)

Technical details:

(34) Top left:Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V2@$; 58mm, ISC200
(35) Top right:Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V2@$; 73mm, 1ISO 100
(36) Bottom left:Canon EOS 5D Mark IV; 1/26&nm, ISC00
(37) Bottom right:Canon EOS 5D Mark IV5@8; 90mm, ISC200

Page |17



Foody scenes in Kampong Glam

Technical detalils:
(38) Left: Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V5@¢;32mm, ISO 100
(39)Right:Canon EOS 5D Mark IV3@g¢; 6/mm, ISO 100

X and more

(40) Top left Muslim Cemetery
(Victoria Street)
(41) Top right: Old Malay Cemetery
(Victoria Street)
(42) Left:Back alley off Haji Lane

Technical detalils:

(40)Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V; 1/12685mm, 1ISO 100
(41)Canon EQOS 5D Mark 1IV4@$; 105mm, ISO 100
(42)Canon EQOS 5D Mark IV; 606; 105mm, 1ISO 100
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The exhibitsc Section |l

Moments inLittle India and beyond

Unlike Chinatown and Kampong Glam, Little India was not part ofl822

Master Town Plan. The location planned for the Indian community was the
KampongChuliaarea, but the population outgrew the capacity of the area and
moved towards the Serangoon Roark@ Serangoon Road was one of the
SINIASAd NRIR& o6daAtd Ay {Ay3AFLER2NB FYyR
LafttFyRé Ay GKS wmy HH, RechoaQaNiasicangtyicted fo | Y &
meet the irrigation needs of the farms that were set up alonga8goon Road.

Belief / religion

While Indian temples of course,can be found across the entire island of
Singapore, one of the oldest templesSri Veeramakaliamman Temptewas
built along Serangoon Rodxy Indian pioneers in th&9th centuryto worship
goddess Sri Kaliamman

et \ 3 V)
~800080000080888 - <

(43) Details of one of the cupol&ri Mariamman Templ@Chinatown)

Technical details:
(43)Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V2Q0s; 6/mm, ISO 100
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(44) Various scenes at
(45) SriMariamman Temple
(46) (Chinaown)

Technical details:
(44)Top left:Canon EOS 5D Mark IV134; 47mm,
1SO320
(45)Top right:Canon EOS 5D Mark IV5@0s; 105mm,
1ISO 100
(46) Left: Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V; 1/125385mm,
ISO 100

47) Various scenes inside
(48) Sri Veeramakaliamman
(49) Temple

Technical details:
(47)Top left:Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V; 1/15685mm,
ISO 100
(48) Top right:Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V3@$; 105mm,
1ISC200
(49)Left:Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V; @¢1105mm,
ISO 100
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(50) Top left The ornate tower and cupola &fri Srinivasa Perumaémple
(51) Top right:Burning light insidéri Srinivasa Perumal
(52) Bottom left: Glimpse inside obri Layan Siti Vinayagar Tem(@dindaown)
(53) Bottom right:Statues and tower obri Layan Siti Nayagar TempléChinaown)
Technical details: (50)Canon EOS 5D Mark IV; 60&; 58mm, 1ISO 100

(51)Canon EOS 5D Mark IV847105mm, ISC200

(52)Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V54/80mm, ISC200
(53) Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V2@0s; 47mm, ISO 100

(54) Various scenes during the

(55) Panguni Uthiam festival held at

(56) the Holy Tree Sri Blasubra
Maniar Temple (Yishun)

Technical details:

(54) Top eft: Canon EOS 5D Mark 1V50g;85mm,ISO 10C

(55) Topright: Canon EOS 5D Mark IV; 1/128&mm,ISO 10!
(56) Left Canon EOS 5D Mark IV; 1/100s; 105mm, ISO 10
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